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Wrs.Jennison’s Thanksgiving Guest
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BY A. E. LANCASTER,
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Of ail the sad experiences which have come
bome to me and left their impress upon my
heart, none in sadder than that connected
with Arthur Tillary, who, more yearsago than
I care to recolloct now, first hncnnm my guest
on the day before T hank-tgwmg Day.

A fortnight previons to this, n gentleman, a
perfect stranger, had called upon me and
asked for a fow moments' interview,
going into the parlor 1 found myself con-
fronted with a tall and mwost gentlemanly-
looking man, His was no ]n;,m_; order of
beanty. It was stern and mossive, Iis voice
was deep and rich, and he spoke like a man
accustomed to ose obeyed. The only thing
about him which struck me as being par.
ticnkirly disagreeable was his cold, glittering
grey eyes. Thess were fixed npon me glowly,
deliberately, relentlessly, whenever he spolke,
and whenever I answered him.

Were the rooms which T had advertised
still untaken? They were. Conld he see them?
He conld. They consisted of a badroom and a
sitting-room opening out of one another, and
vommunding such u view ns was alone worth
the price asked for them. I will venture to
say that no one in the suburbs had rooms to
let commuanding a more spacions and pictur-
esque coup d'wil than was to be seen from
those windows.

My visitor regarded the roows attentively,
and seemed to be very well ploased. The
mirrors, the lace curtaing, the carpets, tha
bed-hangings, the fautenils, the lounwes, all
underwent the rapid yet carefal inspection
which the connoissenr is acenstomad to make,
and when he bad completed his examination
he announced himself quite satisfied, and pro-
mised to communicate with me in a few
days.

The few days passed, and the expected
communication came, It was to the effect
that I might consider the rooms engaged, on
my own terms, from the following Wednes.
day, and that their occupant would be Mr,
Arthur Tillary, the brother-inlaw of the
strange gentleman who had called upon me.

I got my rooms ready, and I pride myself
in saying that they nover looked nicer. “Ihe
weather was particularly cold for that season
of the year, so I cansed Elizabeth, the house.
maid, to build a rousing fire in the grate, so
that at any rate his welcome might be warm,

At about five o'clock in the afternaon of the
day on which he was expected I was sitting at
the front parlor window, when I was aroused
by the opening of the gate at the edge of the
lawn which extends in front of the house, In
an instant I knew that this must be my gen-
tleman. He was an excessively fine- looking
man, of perhaps forty years of age. IHis fine
black hair bad already becows thickly inter-
spersed with grey. His complexion was
florid, but not cnough so to possess that
beefy look which too often ensangnines the
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he bad bebaved se well—-with soch per-
, fection of good-breeding snd  good-henrt-
edness—that 1 suspected no deception, and
| wonld bave been the first to scont such an
iden. Credulous and mistaken ns I was, I
allowed the whole of the nest day to pass,
| contenting myself with the messagoes recaived
from the wick-room, and with sending to the
invalid all the little tempting delicacies which
my culinary imagination could conjure up,
| “That dsy wis particnlarly busy one with
' me, for it was Thanksgiving Day, and all my
botirders remained at home, excepting fer an
hour or two in the morning., when some of
them went to church. [lowever, when onr
| Thanksgiving fensting was over—for it was
| feast-day and not fost-day with ns—and the
| last filbert had been cracked, and the last
| glass of sherry swallowed, and the whole
house had fallen asleep, I too laid my head
on the pillow, thankfnl that the set yruson for
thankfnlness was over, and that I might lnxu-
| riously yawn off into slesp my discontent at
the unequal distribation of blessings in this
tantalizing world.

The door of my bed-room was locked, bnt
that of Lhe adjoining room, in which wy two
young children were sleeping, had unase-
countably been left open. 1 could henr their
gentle breathing as 1 lay awake, and | was
just dropping off myself when I was thrilled,
as wide awnake as | had ever been in my life,
by a strange, ponderous, mmffled sound,
which resembled nothing so much as the
footsteps of an elephant trying to get up
stairs,

1 had not time to specnlate as to what it
could be before I heard it stop hefore my
bed-room door. For a moment or two there
was perfect silence, all the more horribly tan-
talizing from the mysterions sounds that had
preceded it, Then there was a sweeping,
hurried, indefinite motion over the panels of
the door. 1 eould endure it no longer, but,
starting to my feet, exclaimed:

*““Who's there "

A voice which 1 did not recognize, in n
deep, honrse, yet perfectly distinet whisper,
replicd: —

“Brandy! brandy! I want brandy!"” Tor
an instant or two there was the same swep-
ing, hurried, indefinite wotion, a8 of huge
hands blindly feeling their way over the panels
of the chamber door; then the ponderons,
muffled tread repeated itself, and an instant
after I turned sick with horror, as I heard the
frightful step enter the next room, that occn.
pied by my childrven, and commenced wander-
ing uncertainly around theve,

Frightened as T was, I took no t'ma for
thought, but leaping from the bed, rushed
through the open door that connected the
two apartments., I secarcely know what I
expected, or what T thought, but I certainly
was not prepared for the sight T encountered.
By the dim light of the gns. turned down very
low, and shaded, I saw Mr. Tillary bending
in his night-shirt over the bhed occupied by
my children, and fumbling, with actions in-
deseribable, over their counterpane.

Some faint glenms of the besuty of his

British skin. As he approached neaver, I
conld see that his eyes were of a deep, serene
blue, and shaded by thick lashes that were 1
almost black. But in every nook and corner
of his grand face dwelt the indications and
beginnings of such beaming smiles, the ex-
pression of such a disposition to make the
best of things, and insure happiness to all il
found itself in contact with, that I found my-
self lost in admiration of my lodger before Le
raised his hand to the bell.

Waell, if ever any man understood the art of
making himself at home, and setling himself
at ease, Arthur Tillary was survely that man,
We had dinner at half-past six, and at half-
past six, just as though he had been living
with me for the last twenty years, instead of
bardly more than twenty minutes, he took
the bottom of my table, and assisted me in
the carving. 1 don't know when I felt more
thankful; forwhentwo dishes, eachdemanding
a carver, are placed at opposite ends of the
table, and only one individval willing to
officiate in that capacity is present, what is
that one individual to do? “This had been
precisely my position during the many months |
I had taken boarders, and how gratefnl I felt
fo Mr. Tillary for halving that duty with e,
I cannot easily express,

He chatted all dinner most gaily, yet
always with discretion and taste; had some-
thing to say to everyone, and said the plea-
santest things with such a charming air of |
sincerity that you never despised yourself for [
yielding to it as flattery. Yet his was not the |
suecess of the mere brilliant adventurer, Had
it been discovered the next hour that he was
a penniless impostor, foisting himself upon |
me, a poor widow, for the sordid sake of get-
ting gratis board and lodging for a few weeks,
I will venture to say that any one would have |
exclaimed that he Lad played the gentleman
o perfection.

After dinner he joined our little party in
the parlor, played and sang for us, told us of
his travels in Europe and his adventures in

Africa, and finally started off to bed about
midnight, after having fairly captivated all
our unsuspicious hearts, and that was the
last 1 saw of Arthur Tillary for several
days; and here the mystery commences,

At breakfasi-time next morning he did not
appear. My experience, however, had ac-
quainted me with numerous odd and excep.

| ment,

| ing-gown

| visk of cutting his month into slices.

natural expression must have shone in his
face, or I could not possibly have recognized
it under the hideons distortion of the mo.
Lvery feature was inflamed and
swollen. The eyeballs burned like molten
lead, a erimson flush was on his cheeks, and
his lips were parted with a panting expres-
sion that was horribly repulsive. 1 don't
| know what words I used, as I pulled my dress-
aronnd me, and preserved just
enough presence of mind not to ring the bell.

It was well that I did not betray any
timidity at that mowment, for secing me appa-
rently ealm, and looking steadfastly at him,
he knelt down on the floor, and repeated in
the same low, distinet whisper I had heard a
few moments ago at my bedroom door:—

“Brandy! brandy! give me brandy!" al the
same time pawing the carpet with his hands,
as o wild beast might use his elaws.

I woke one of the children and sent him
up stairs to wake James and Elizabeth and
send them to me, Then I addressed mysel
to the miserable man at my feet, and by dint
of entreaties and kind words got him down
stairs and into his bed. Upon turning on the
light in his room, however, & most unex-
pected and disastrous spectacle was presentad.

The atmosphere was poisoned with the per-
fumes of almost every species of malt and
spiritnous lignor. In many cases, so eager
had been the haste of the wretched mono-
maniae that he had not stopped to pull the
corks, bul had broken the necks of the bot-
tles, and drank their contents at the imminent
At
least a dozen broken-necked champagne bot-
tles were on the mantel-piece; nunecounted
Scotch ale bottles were flung in a heap under
the bed, and from some not quite emptied
ones the frothy liguid was streaming over my
nice new carpet. Sherry and brown stout,
and gin, and brandy, and whisky alternated
with one another over the wvarious pieces of
furniture. Under his pillow I found a three.
quarter empty phial of MeMunn's Elixir, and
upon a little stand by his bedside were
several bottles containing various prepara-
tions of ether. In fact, the whole room was
such a pandemoninm as only the long-esta.
blished drunkard could get np who had been
furnished with illimitable means and granted
a carte hlanche,

When James came down he acknowledgad,

tional specimens of humanity, and I was not
at all surprised to receive word from Mr,
Tillary, through James, wmy long-tried and
trusty man-servant, that he was not feeling
wery well, and did not care about any break-

fast being either kept or sent in to him, 1 |

generally endeavor to let my lodgers be happy
in their own way, and after satisfying myself
#hat nothing serious was the matter, felt ppe-
pared at any rate to meet him at lunch,

Luneh came, but no My, Tillary., Dinnee.
bour mrived, and our favorite guest was
absent. Btill the' same message was sent
from the sick-room, that all he desired was
perfect rest and quiet, as he should probably
ko a5 well a8 ever on the morrow,

For once 1 allowed my hetter judgment to
be overruled. Ie bad looked so good, and

tremblingly, that he had been accessory to
| the poor wanderer's present condition. Mu,
| Tillary, il seems, had bribed him to procure
' the different articles for him, and they had
' been surreptitionsly brought in, either when
I had been out, or engaged in some distant
part of the House. Of course, I dismissed
James on the instant, and Elizabeth and 1
turned ourattentien to Mr. Tillary himself.
‘We sent for the nearest doctor, and sbont
two o'clock in the morning the doetor came,
| What he said confirmed my worst suspicions.
| Everything, he remarked, supported the be-
liet that the case was one of confirmed, in-
curablg: drunkenness. The broken necks of
the boltles, the heterogencous assortment of
liquors, the condition and appearsnce of the
. patient,  Weee gufiiciont evidence of that,

Whether he ocould live was doubtful. Thae
doctor, himself, who was » personal friend of
mine, remained with us watching antil morn.-
ing. We bathed his feet in hot water, put a
bladder filled with ice around his head, every
half hour the doctor administered a tenspoon-
ful of the potion he had prepared, and I sat
at the bedside, holding and stroking the poor
patient’s hands, but he clung to me with the
tonching confidence with which the child
clings to its mother.

Well, after days of anxious nursing we
brought him through alive, at last,but through
snch depths of despair as it has never been
my lot to witness in any one else since. Im.
mediately that the first effects of the liquor
bad subsided, he grew ns gentle as a child,
entreated my forgiveness with an abjectness
and a self-crimination that were painful, and
hung upon my looks and motions with an in-
tonsity that wonld have embarrassed me had
he boen less wenk and wretched, less in meed
of every loving word that eonld be spoken or
act that conld be dome. With the devil of
drink cast out of him, he was an angel once
again,

When he was sufliciently
able to sit np and converse ut length—which
was not until after the lapse of a week—I told
him what I had done, viz.:—That from some
papers and memorandum-books I had found
among his c¢lothes, I had learned the address
of his wife, and bad writien to her, I can
never hope to make you realize the expres.
sion of despair which deepened npon his
gentle, handsome face when I told hiv: this.
After looking at me intently for a moment
with trembling lips, he clasped his hands, let
them fall idly upon his knees, and bending
his head low, while the tears coursed
down his cheeks, asked simply whether
there was any answer,

There had been no answer—a fact at which
1 was somewhat surprised mysell, A week
more passed, and my patient had passed from
convales¢ence to health, and still no answer
came. Meanwhile his money was drained,
and Mr, Tillary was evidently anxions to
conceal from me his brother-in-law’s address
in the city. All the other boarders in the
house intimated that I was a fool for my
pains, My most intimate friend, Mrs, Pim-
perley, who had lived with me ever since I
had taken boavders, openly declared that she
believed | was fond of drunken men, and as
for Major Stemstand—a gentleman who had
the suite of rooms on the second floor, and
whom I could least afford to lose—he told me
in confidence that if My, Tillary didn't leave
the house, he would. DBut then I knew he
was only joking. To think of the Major
pretending to get along without me!

At length there came an answer—a brief
note addressed to me from Mrs, Tillary. It
was very politely but very distantly worded,
and most cold in tone. She made a charming
little apology for her husband's condnet, ex-
plained that his case was quite hopeless; that
she had not given up ull attempts to live with
him until the thing had repeatedly proved
itself an impossibility; but that Mr. Tillary
was quite aware of the sole condition on
which she would again consent to reside under
the spme roof with him as his wife, That
condition was that no intoxicating beverage
of any kind should puss his lips for two years,
and that those two years should be passed
outside the walls of the asylum,

Outside the walls of the asylum! I shud.
dered at these words. Could it be that this
unhappy being, so fair, so noble, so intel-
lectunal, so innately good as I felt he mnst be,
could ever have been classed with those mad-
men or misereants, call them what you will,
whom the justice of society relegates to the
custody of bolt and bar? Determined to
clear up the mystery, and to lemrn all now
that I know so much, I handed the letter to
Mr. Tillary, and watched him while he read it.

Then, at last, I learned the truth, thongh
it was told me piecemeal, with fallering
tongue, and a frame quivering with deep
emotion. And his story was this:—That the
habit of intoxication had beset him for the
past fifteen years, until it bad grown with
him a monomania; that he had wearied and
worn out the patience of every friend he had
in the world, not omitting his own wife; that
in one of his fits of semi-conscionsness he
had signed papers which had for ever taken
away from him the control of his own pro-
perty, which was large, and handed it over to
his brother-in-law, the gentleman who had
called upon me; that finally, one day, more
than a year ago, upon recovering from a pro-
found lethargy, induced by intoxieation, he
had found himself within the walls of a pri-
vate insane asylum, spoken of by its pro-
prietor by the more euphemistic title of
sante; that he was kept a close
prisoner there by reason of the physician’s
certificate that had been procured, nntil the
proprietor of the place had no good exeuse
for detaining him longer, and had pronounced
bim cured for the time being; that his bro-
ther-in-law had voluntarily sapplied him with

restorad to be
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money and offered to procure rooms for him |

at my house, assuring him that his wife
shonld join him there; that this was a conspi-
racy between the brother and sister for once

But that was not to be. Barly one Decem-
ber morning I went to the city to make some
purchaser, to oall on some friends, and re.
minin at the honse of p relative nuntil the fol-
lowing day. It was one of those mild sum-
mer-like momings which sometimes happen
with us even in December, and Mr, Tillary,
who had walked down the path in front of
the house to open the gate for me, stood
there bareheaded for a fow moments, the sun
shining full upon his besutiful iron-grey hair
and splendid figure, He kissed his hand to
me and waved me a glad good-bye. I nodded
my head and said:—“T ghall see you early
to-morrow”—and that is the last I ever saw
of Arthar Tillary,

Upon reaching home next day, Elizabeth
met me at the door,

“Oh, Mrs, Jﬂnmqn-
you maet them "

“Them ¥ Whom »"

“Mr. Tillary, and
mn'am, and two men "

I sank down upon the nearest chair, feel-
ing o8 though the throbbing of my heart
must be heard all over the house, and heard
what Elizabeth had to say. From that it ap-
peared that the previons evening Mr, Tillary's
brother-in-law had arrived; that the two
gentlemen had dined together on apparently
good terms, althongh My, Tillary had at first
evinced symptoms of strong excitement,
After dinner the visitor had sent for some
brandy, and from what Elizabeth said T had
no doubts, and still have none, that the
wretch left no means untried to porsuade
Mr., Tillary to take that first glass which, with
his temperament, meant ruin to body and
soul. At any rate he was put to bed that
night in a state of profound intoxication. To
what extent he was plied by his brother-in-
law during the night and in the early morn-
ing, of course Klizabeth could not say, but
soon after breakfast the villainlleft the house,
and only retnrned in company with two
keepers from the asylum, who had remained
all night at & neighboring hotel, who, under
the brother-in-law's orders, took Mr. Tillary
away with them in the morning, in a state of
deep unconscionsness, and who, I subse-
quently had my reasons to believe, had been
bribed by him for that purpose.

Once, and only once after, I met the vil-
lain who had so wrested the ends of the law
#8 to ruin the body and sonl of an innocent
man. His name was Fondrath., He was
walking in the street at the time, but T in-
stantly went up to him, planted myself in his
path, and said:—

**Mr. Fondruth, how dare youhave suffered
your brother-in-law, Mr, Tillary, to become
an inmate of my house that Thanksgiving
Day, well knowing his weakness as youdid ?—
how dare yon have behaved to him and me so
villainously ?"

He looked at me for a moment with his
cold, passionless grey eyes, On the only
other ocension on which I bad ever seen him
his language and manners had been those of
a perfect gentleman, so that I was complately
taken aback by the following answer: —

“It is your business,” he said, never re-
moving his eyes, ‘‘to satisfy yourself as to the
reference of those yon take. You should not
have been such a fool.”

He would have passed on, but T detained
him, my hand upon his arm, for I was sick
with thinking what might have happened to
an existence with which mine Yad once been
0 intimately, yet so briefly connected, and
which might have become so fair and
peaceful.

*Mr. Tillary,” I said,
—what of him ?”

“Poor Tillary !" he exclaimed, with a
gloomy smile, in which there was some seorn.
*“He is as dead to this world, by this time, as
though he were in the grave. He isa con-
tirmed epileptic, my dear Mrs, Jennison, He
passes his life between four walls, and I doubt
whether even you could soothe his ravings
now. Good morning,"

And raising his hat, he passed from my
sight, and I never saw him again,

But often as Thanksgiving Day comes
round, there float to me tender, tearful
memories of the gentle-dispositioned, swebt-
minded man who might have been so much,
under differént surroundings and more lov-
ing influences; and I cannot but believe—
anything to the contrary notwithstanding—
that He who laid aside his Godhead and be-
cameo human, will yet give poor Arthur Til-
lary a chance in that better world which we
all hope for,

1" ghe exclaimed, **did

his brotherin-law,

“your brother-in-law
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more getling him under lock and key, for |

that they well knew that if he had money
enough in his pockel, he could not resist the
temptation to drink, and that if I did not con-
ceal him, or at least express my willingness
to receive him a8 a permanent inmate of my
family, two of the keepers from the asylum,
attended by his brother-in-law, might be ex-
pected to take him away at any moment,

I'was dreadfully troubled. I could have
wopt myself just to see him weep, and hear
his solemn protestations of sorrow, and his
resolutions to amend, I firmly believe that
had circumstances admitted of his remaining
with me, I might have wielded over him the
restraining influence which he had not found
elsewhere, With me he was as docile as a
child. All that he needed was firmness and
Kindness exercised towards him by some one
whom he respected and loved. I verily be-
lieve that, had I been left to my own im-
pulses, Arthur Tillary wonld have been with
e lo-day, & good, & heppy, & useful man,
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JOHN H. MURFHY & BROS.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA.
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